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ordered to withdraw. The pride of England and her
prestige was humbled, without cause, as it has never
been humbled before.
The Turks were amazed. They treated me as a
friend and with this doubtful privilege I heard many
home truths. Their dislike I could understand and
even appreciate. Now they developed a contempt
which I found hard to bear.
" Mustapha Kemal," they said, " and his men were
in the beginning in a far worse position than you are.
Were they afraid ? They have won through."
Seeing his chance, Rafet Pasha schemed to bring the
effective occupation to an end. Full details of his plan
were in the hands of the Sultan's Government and
British head-quarters on the 25th of October. The
following day the Grand Vizier sent for Sami Bey, the
Governor of Skutari. He wished to make him Chief of
Police with full power to clear up the situation and
prevent the carrying out of the plot. The appointment
of Sami Bey was vetoed by the British military
authorities. With its hands so tied, the Sultan's
Government was powerless.
On the sth of November Rafet Pasha effected a
bloodless coup d'etat. The Sultan's Government ceased
to exist. Constantinople became a province under
Angora. The Sultanate was abolished and the Sultan
threatened. At this late hour His Majesty suddenly
showed a stubborn courage. He stood his ground and
refused to abdicate.
It was common knowledge that, following this coup
t, the High Commissioners, considering that the